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NOTE OF CANDID CAUTION

This assessment is not our usual
evidence-based analysis;

rather, given the lack of data,
this assessment IS more of a
predictive analysis



2016 Presidential Election




The Demise of the Democrats

Change in number of Democrats since 2008

Data from House.gov, Dr. Carl Klarner, Ballotpedia, Statista.
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President-Elect Trump
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The Trump Worldview
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7o The American People:

Por acudcn. Japan and other nations have been taking
advantage of the United States,

The saga continues unabated as we defend the pversian Gulf, .
an area of only marginal significance to the United States
for its oil supplies, but one upon which Japan and others

are almost totaily dépendsnt. ¥hy are the nations not -

paying the United States for the human 14
dollars we are losing to pxoteo:_ih’!t lnt‘ 97 Saudi
s

Arabia, a country whose very existonce i n the hands of
the United States, last week refused to sllow um to use
their mine sweepers {which are, sadly, far more advanced
than ours) to police the Gulf. The world. s laughing at
America's politicians as we protect ships we don't own,
cn;xying 011 we don't need, destined for allies who won't
help.
>

Over the-years, the Japanese, unimpeded by the huge coste of .

defending themselves (as long as the United States will ao,

it for free), have built a strong and vibrant economy with)

nngnumu‘ surplu They bave brilliantly managed to,

paintain a weak yen st a strong dollar,—This, coupled >

with our monumental spending for their, and others, defense, 4

has moved Japan to the forefront of world economies. L

Now that the tides are turning and the yen is becoming S
strong against the dollar, the Japanese are openly

complaining and, in typical fashiom, our politicians are

reacting to these unjustified complaints.

It's time for us to end vast deficits by making Japan, - -
and others who can affor t, pay. Our world protection is .
worth hundreds of billions of do jars to these countries, I I ap pe a

and their stake in their protection is far greater than
ours.

Make Japan, Saudi Arabia, and others pay for the protection

we extend as allies, Let's help our farmers, our sick, our x n
homeless by taking from some of the g t profit hi

ever created --- machines created and nurtured by us. *rax* —

these wealthy nations, not America. BEnd our huge deficits,

reduce our taxes, and let America's economy grow
unencumbered by the cost of defending those who can easily
afford to pay us for the defense of their freedom. Let's
not let our great country be laughed at anymore.

Sincerely,

ponald J, Trump




The Trump Administration

« Candidate promises vs. Presidential
commitments

— Limits of presidential pragmatism
— Institutional constraints

« Concerns & worries
— Limited experience
— Differences with Republicans

« Character & personality driving policy



Broad Implications for U.S.

Foreign Policy

* Despite domestic focus, other priorities
— Russian “reset” — Sanctions & deal on Syria

— Iran nuclear deal (difficult) & deeper
commitment to Israel

 Reversal of Obama’s Pivot to Asia

— Edging Japan & South Korea closer to
nuclear security; Ignoring North Korea

— Trade measures against China
* Degrading Euro-Atlantic security



Implications for the

South Caucasus

« Accommodation of Russian power &
influence in “near abroad”
— Ukraine: annexation of Crimea endorsed
— Georgian NATO aspirations weakened
— Russian unilateral lead on Karabakh
— Baltic insecurity

* Moving closer to Turkey’'s Erdogan
* Regional irrelevance & insignificance
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Conclusion



